
 

                                                                                                                                

                                                                                              

 
                                                                                           
                             

Madan Mohan Malaviya 
Madan Mohan Malaviya was born on December 25, 1861, in Allahabad, into a respected but 
modest family of Sanskrit scholars. His father, Pandit Brij Nath, and his forefathers were known 
for their devotion to traditional learning. Despite financial limitations, education was deeply 
valued in the household. At the age of five, Malaviya began his schooling in a pathshala where 
he studied Sanskrit and Indian scriptures. His brilliance and diligence soon made him a 
promising student. 
 
Malaviya was a man of extraordinary energy and diverse interests. After obtaining his Law 
degree in 1891, he began practicing at the Allahabad High Court but eventually gave up a 
promising legal career to dedicate himself to national service. His charisma, discipline, and 
persuasive oratory made him one of the most respected leaders of his time. 

 

 
 

 
He was elected President of the Indian National Congress four times, in 1909, 1918, 1932, and 
1933, a testimony to his influence and trust within the party. Although a committed Congress 
leader, he founded the Hindu Mahasabha in 1906, not as a sectarian movement, but to counter 
the British policy of “divide and rule” and promote Hindu unity without antagonizing other 
faiths. 
 
A prolific journalist, he established the Hindi weekly Abhyudaya in 1907, the Hindi monthly 
Maryada in 1910, and the English daily The Leader in 1909. He also chaired the Board of 



Directors of the Hindustan Times for several years. His journalism served as a tool for national 
awakening, encouraging Indians to think critically about social reform, the economy, and self-
reliance. 
 
Malaviya’s deep commitment extended beyond politics; he took an active interest in industrial 
development, rural upliftment, and social equality, advocating for the nationalization of railways 
and the prohibition of exploitative labor recruitment. Mahatma Gandhi fittingly called him 
Mahamana, “the great soul,” for his humility, integrity, and tireless service. 
 
Throughout his life, Malaviya combined political engagement with moral leadership. He 
represented India in the Second Round Table Conference (1931), where he voiced the demand 
for Indian self-government with characteristic dignity and courage. As a nationalist, he believed 
that freedom must rest on ethical foundations, truth, non-violence, and unity among 
communities. 
 
Malaviya emphasized Hindu-Muslim harmony, rejecting divisive communal politics. His belief 
in “spiritual nationalism” meant that India’s progress must be guided by moral and cultural 
strength, not by hatred or power. He was also one of the early advocates of Swadeshi, 
encouraging Indians to promote indigenous industries and education systems. His influence 
within the Congress ensured that constitutional reforms, education policies, and social welfare 
remained central to the national agenda. 
 
Malaviya’s greatest contribution was as an educationist and institution builder. He firmly 
believed that “education is the best solution for the welfare of the people.” To him, ignorance, 
communalism, and discrimination could be overcome only through widespread education. His 
vision culminated in the establishment of Banaras Hindu University in 1916, which became one 
of Asia’s largest centers of learning. 
 
He envisioned BHU as a place where science and spirituality could coexist, where modern 
technical education would be enriched by the moral wisdom of India’s ancient traditions. The 
copper plate inscription of 1916 records his prayer: 
 
“May Saraswati, learned in the heart of wisdom, ever bloom and shine with worship from her 
humane children. May all hearts turn to act as good alone; may all hearts be filled with love of 
the supreme.” 
 
Malaviya advocated free and compulsory primary education, emphasizing the inclusion of the 
girl child and weaker sections of society. He often stated that the education of women was vital 
because an educated mother shapes the nation’s future. He also argued that religious barriers 
should not prevent children from studying together, believing that shared learning could 
dissolve caste and communal divisions. 
 
Malaviya’s vision of national progress was deeply intertwined with social justice. He consistently 
advocated for the upliftment of the marginalized and oppressed communities of India. Long 
before social reform became a mainstream political concern, Malaviya spoke against the evils of 
untouchability and caste-based discrimination. He believed that a nation could never be truly 
free until every individual enjoyed equal rights and dignity. 
 
He campaigned for the inclusion of the depressed classes in temples and educational institutions 
and emphasized that education must reach those who had been historically denied it. His 
founding of the Bharat Dharma Mahamandal and his active participation in the Harijan Sevak 



Sangh reflected his lifelong commitment to social harmony and equality. Through the Banaras 
Hindu University, he sought to democratize education by ensuring access for students from 
diverse social and economic backgrounds. 
 
Malaviya’s approach to upliftment was not merely charitable but transformative; he aimed to 
awaken self-respect and confidence among the marginalized. He often said that social reform 
was the foundation of national strength, and that service to the poor was the truest expression 
of patriotism. His efforts inspired later leaders and reformers to integrate the cause of equality 
with India’s larger struggle for independence. 
 
His philosophy was rooted in Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam, “the world is one family.” He envisioned 
education not as rote learning, but as a means for character formation, social unity, and self-
reliance. By combining religion with education, Malaviya aimed to restore India’s cultural 
confidence while preparing its citizens for modern challenges. 
 
Madan Mohan Malaviya’s contributions transcended his lifetime. He laid the intellectual 
foundation for modern Indian education, press freedom, and ethical politics. His model of value-
based education continues to guide Indian universities even today. The Banaras Hindu 
University stands as a living monument to his ideals, an institution dedicated to the pursuit of 
knowledge, national service, and spiritual harmony. 
 
His ideas influenced later educational reforms, inspiring leaders to integrate cultural values with 
scientific learning. On his 153rd birth anniversary in 2015, he was posthumously awarded the 
Bharat Ratna, India’s highest civilian honor, in recognition of his unparalleled service to the 
nation. 
 
Malaviya’s life reminds us that nationalism is not merely political independence; it is the 
upliftment of human character, intellect, and compassion. As poet Maithili Sharan Gupta wrote 
in his tribute, Malaviya’s “multitudinous services to the nation were substantial and pronounced, 
but he himself was an extraordinary personality greater than all he.” 
 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya remains a symbol of India’s moral and intellectual awakening. 
Through education, journalism, and public service, he redefined patriotism as selfless service and 
ethical leadership. His ideals of unity, tolerance, and knowledge-based progress remain 
profoundly relevant in modern India. 
 
In an age when education is often measured by material success, Malaviya’s vision urges us to 
remember its higher purpose, to build character, foster empathy, and nurture responsible 
citizens. His life was not merely a chapter in history but a continuing lesson in how moral 
courage, intellect, and humility can transform a nation. 
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