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Celebrating Constitution Day-

the Triumph of Equality and Fraternity

Every year on November 26, India commemorates Constitution Day, also known as Samvidhan
Divas, to honor the adoption of the Constitution of India in 1949. This day is not just a
celebration of a legal document but a tribute to the visionary minds who laid the foundation of
the world's largest democracy. At the heart of this monumental achievement stands Dr. Bhimrao
Ramji Ambedkar, the principal architect of the Indian Constitution, whose tireless eftorts
ensured that the ideals of equality and fraternity were not just aspirations but constitutional
guarantees.

The Indian Constitution was adopted by the Constituent Assembly on November 26, 1949, and
came into effect on January 26, 1950. It marked the birth of a sovereign, socialist, secular, and
democratic republic. Constitution Day was officially declared in 2015 by the Government of
India to promote constitutional values among citizens and to honor Dr. Ambedkar’s legacy.

Dr. Ambedkar, a jurist, economist, social reformer, and the first Law Minister of independent
India, chaired the Drafting Committee of the Constituent Assembly. His leadership was
instrumental in shaping a constitution that would serve as a beacon of justice, liberty, equality,
and fraternity for a diverse and complex nation.

CONSTITUTION'DAY,

26" November

Dr. Ambedkar’s Vision of Equality
Dr. Ambedkar’s life was a relentless struggle against caste-based discrimination and social

injustice. Born into a Dalit family, he experienced firsthand the dehumanizing effects of
untouchability and exclusion. These experiences deeply influenced his commitment to creating



a society where every individual, regardless of caste, creed, or gender, would be treated with
dignity and fairness.

In the Constituent Assembly, Dr. Ambedkar championed the cause of social equality. He ensured
that the Constitution included provisions that abolished untouchability (Article 17), prohibited
discrimination (Article 15), and guaranteed equal opportunity in public employment (Article 16).
These articles were not mere legal formalities—they were revolutionary steps toward
dismantling centuries of systemic oppression.

Dr. Ambedkar believed that political democracy must be accompanied by social and economic
democracy. He famously said, “Political democracy cannot last unless there lies at the base of its
social democracy.” His insistence on affirmative action through reservations for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes in education, employment, and legislatures was a bold move to
level the playing field and empower the historically marginalized.

Fraternity: The Soul of the Constitution

While liberty and equality are often emphasized, Dr. Ambedkar regarded fraternity as the soul
of the Constitution. He defined fraternity as a sense of common brotherhood among all Indians,
transcending caste, religion, and region. In his final speech to the Constituent Assembly on
November 25, 1949, he warned that without fraternity, the ideals of liberty and equality would
be hollow.

Fraternity, for Dr. Ambedkar, was not just about emotional solidarity but about creating a
society where mutual respect and dignity were paramount. He envisioned an India where no one
would be made to feel inferior or excluded. This vision was embedded in the Preamble of the
Constitution, which declares India to be a nation committed to “Fraternity assuring the dignity
of the individual and the unity and integrity of the Nation.”

The Preamble of the Indian Constitution is a succinct expression of the nation’s core values. It
proclaims India as a sovereign, socialist, secular, and democratic republic and promises justice,
liberty, equality, and fraternity to all its citizens. Dr. Ambedkar’s influence is evident in this
powerful declaration. The inclusion of these values was not accidental. Dr. Ambedkar drew from
his deep understanding of political philosophy, constitutional law, and his lived experience of
social exclusion. He was inspired by the Enlightenment ideals of the French Revolution—
liberty, equality, and fraternity—and sought to adapt them to the Indian contex

A Living Document

Dr. Ambedkar was acutely aware that the Constitution must be a living document, capable of
evolving with time. He designed it to be flexible yet firm, allowing for amendments while
safeguarding fundamental rights. His foresight ensured that the Constitution could respond to
changing social, political, and economic realities without compromising its foundational
principles.

He also emphasized the importance of constitutional morality—the idea that citizens and leaders
alike must uphold the spirit of the Constitution, not just its letter. He cautioned against the
dangers of hero-worship and the concentration of power, advocating for a vigilant and
participatory democracy.




Legacy and Relevance Today

More than seven decades later, Dr. Ambedkar’s vision remains profoundly relevant. As India
grapples with challenges related to social inequality, communal tensions, and threats to
democratic institutions, the Constitution serves as a guiding light. Constitution Day is a
reminder that the values enshrined in the Constitution are not static—they must be actively
defended and nurtured.

Educational institutions, government bodies, and civil society organizations across the country
observe Constitution Day with readings of the Preamble, discussions on constitutional values,
and tributes to Dr. Ambedkar. These celebrations are not just ceremonial—they are acts of
reaffirmation of our collective commitment to justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity.

Conclusion

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s contribution to the making of the Indian Constitution is unparalleled. His
unwavering dedication to the principles of equality and fraternity transformed the Constitution
into a powerful instrument of social justice. On Constitution Day, as we honor this monumental
achievement, we must also reflect on our role as citizens in upholding these ideals.

The Constitution is not just a legal document—it is a moral compass, a social contract, and a
promise of a better future. In the words of Dr. Ambedkar, “However good a constitution may be,
if those who are implementing it are not good, it will prove to be bad.” The responsibility,
therefore, lies with each of us to live by the values that Dr. Ambedkar so passionately
championed.
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